
the ultimate
6x9 shootout

As fAr As bAng for your buck cAr Audio 
goes, you would be hArd pushed to find 
A better bAsic upgrAde thAn fitting A 
decent set of 6x9s. .

i’m the first to admit that 6x9 speakers may not be the best 
option for users seeking ultimate sound quality from their audio 
gear. they do however, present some undeniably strong design 
points that have seen them become perhaps the most widely used 
audio upgrade component on the market. the weightiest of these 
being that their size and shape allow a pair to fit perfectly into 
a car’s rear parcel shelf. 

they also allow two things to happen; their 6x9 inch size endows 
them with the cone area of an eight-inch woofer, providing some 
worthwhile bass to be produced; plus they have enough area in 
the centre to mount one, two or three mids and tweeters to 
cover the rest of the frequency spectrum.

for this test, we set out to find as many 6x9s under $300 on 
the market and pit them against each other in a few different 
ways. first of all, each speaker was installed as a direct factory 
replacement in our honda Accord euro. it has a pair of oeM 
pioneer 6x9s in the rear parcel shelf and as far as factory 
stereo systems go, the in-dash 6-disc stacker, and front splits 
with tweeters on the dash make it more than acceptable. we 
would run the new 6x9s in place as rear fill from the head unit.

the next test would involve a little woodwork. we set out to 
create a level playing field for as many speakers as we could, 
so we constructed two large speaker boxes, each fitting eight 
speakers, so we could test eight pairs, one after the other. each 
speaker was in a large, one cubic foot enclosure so a good level 
bass output could be tested.

wiring up the 16 speakers at a time was a little messy, but was 
necessary as it enabled fast changes to the amplifier. firing 
up some of our favourite sound quality test tracks and a few 
frequency sweep tones, we set out to measure the speakers’ 
characteristics. each speaker was scored in each environment 
and the two figures averaged. read on for the results.
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sCoRE
pRICe: $119	 VALUe: 42%	
sQ: 39%	 LooKs: 72%

oVERALL:

48%
For: Appearance is decent, 
nice looking metallic cone.
Against: Very poor sound, 
not much cheaper.

Axis provided the cheapest speakers on the test, a good $20 
cheaper than the next cheapest; the Megavox’s and the Jaycar’s. 
their sound however, was very average. Muffled and choked 
treble, weak bass, and poor mid range, they had nothing that 
impressed. their appearance wasn’t too bad, with the main cone 
gleaming with a metallic shine, but there is better buying for not 
many more dollars. 

axis Cx-694

sCoRE
pRICe: $299	VALUe: 58%	
sQ: 52.8%	 LooKs: 73%

oVERALL:

59%
For: good looking, sound 
optimised for fM and pop.
Against: sound optimised 
for fM and pop, poor value.

sony’s xplod range are all good looking speakers. testing their 
four-way 6x9s, we were not expecting the best sound from them, 
as it’s quite rare for multi-way speakers to perform at the top of 
the charts. firing up our test cd, the sound from the sony’s was 
quite disappointing. the four-ways lacked bass and what treble 
there was, was rough and inaccurate. they sounded like they 
were tuned to sound best for fM radio and other poor quality 
recordings, so it may suit some buyers.

sony xs-Gt6947x

sCoRE
pRICe: $259	VALUe: 68%	
sQ: 53.8%	 LooKs: 69%

oVERALL:

68%
For: spec-wise they look 
fine, and not an ugly 6x9.
Against: performance was 
only average.

Another us company more known for their subs and amps than 
their speakers is kicker. their three-way ks693’s looked to be an 
interesting speaker. firing them up we were a little disappointed 
with the sound. the treble was rough and muffled, it lacked detail 
and had a poor image. bass was adequate, but not overly exciting. 
At this price, we were expecting a little more. 

kiCker ks 693

sCoRE
pRICe: $299	VALUe: 76%	
sQ: 60.5%	 LooKs: 77%

oVERALL:

76%
For: heavy duty look and 
construction.
Against: flat and unmusical 
sound.

A big bold speaker, featuring a metallic cone, massive magnet and 
huge mid/tweeter assembly, we expected a big sound from these 
monsters. what resulted was not exactly big. comparing them to 
the other models, the bass was noticeably weak, the mid was flat 
and the treble too casual. At the top end of the price scale, but 
nearer to the bottom for sound.

earthquake Vtek693

sCoRE
pRICe: $225	VALUe: 80%	
sQ: 65%	 LooKs: 81%

oVERALL:

77%
For: look good, will perform 
well from head unit.
Against: relaxed mid and 
treble lets them down.

the bright orange cadence speakers have a noticeably dazzling 
look, with their chrome mid and tweeter and metallic orange cone. 
the grilles are equally striking and remain functional. the sound 
from the Zx691’s was mid-field, good bass helped the score a little, 
but the mids and treble were only just on average. A very high 
sensitivity rating means they will perform well with the power of 
a standard head unit.

CadenCe Zx691

sCoRE
pRICe: $199	 VALUe: 78%	
sQ: 63%	 LooKs: 79%

oVERALL:

78%
For: good value, nice and 
light, decent sound.
Against: bass was lacking 
a little. 

the eclipse speaker was one of the best sounding four-ways in 
the group. with nice mid and accurate treble, it was only the bass 
performance which let this speaker down a little. it was definitely 
lacking, but not as bad as the Axis model. they were also the 
lightest speaker on test, so if you care about weight in your car, 
these are a good option.

eClipse se8495
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sCoRE
pRICe: $139	 VALUe: 82%	
sQ: 67%	 LooKs: 76%

oVERALL:

78%
For: good detailed sound, 
external crossovers.
Against: lacked a little mid 
bass, cheap grilles.

Jaycar’s range of two-ways have been popular for a long time, 
offering good value for money. in testing the current range we 
were expecting them to perform well and they certainly did that. 
however, many other speakers near their price point did  even 
better. the titanium tweeters release significant detail, but never 
sound smooth. the kevlar cone has a neat appearance but the 
supplied grilles are typical of the response brand and make the 
speaker look cheaper than it is.

JayCar response Cs-2328

sCoRE
pRICe: $199	 VALUe: 81%	
sQ: 67.5%	 LooKs: 76%

oVERALL:

80%
For: good looking, good 
value, great bass.
Against: tranquil midrange 
and treble.

kenwood’s four-ways are a very similar design to pioneer’s. both 
are good looking, modern speakers. we were expecting most of the 
four-way designs to sound pretty average, however the kenwood’s 
sound was quite acceptable. A highlight was the bass output, easily 
matching the better American speakers. elsewhere the kenwood’s 
didn’t disappoint, but didn’t exactly get the feet tapping.

kenwood kFC-m6940ie

sCoRE
pRICe: $249	VALUe: 80%	
sQ: 64.5%	 LooKs: 66%

oVERALL:

81%
For: good looks, good sound 
and good price.
Against: Mid range was a 
little lacking.

us brand lightning Audio put out some awesome products and their 
cool blue 6x9s are a fine speaker at a good price. with some of 
the best bass output on test, they were only let down by a slightly 
weak mid range. Almost as good looking as the rockford’s, the 
lightning’s are a good alternative to many more popular brands. 

liGhtninG audio s2.69.2

sCoRE
pRICe: $199	 VALUe: 82%	
sQ: 68%	 LooKs: 78%

oVERALL:

81%
For: water resistant, 
stainless steel baskets.
Against: treble wasn’t 
perfect.

crossfire’s 6x9s are marine speakers, meaning they can be used 
on boats and in wet environments. this is actually good for many 
cars where the sealing is not as good as it could be. having a sexy, 
stainless steel basket and all white components, their appearance 
is attractive, if a little different. if you have a white themed 
interior, these 6x9s will suit your car perfectly. they performed 
quite well, with good bass and mids, but the treble was lacking a 
little refinement. still , they’re a good speaker at a good price.

CrossFire sx69m

sCoRE
pRICe: $239	VALUe: 79%	
sQ: 65.2%	 LooKs: 78%

oVERALL:

82%
For: big bass, interesting 
design.
Against: treble lets them 
down slightly.

Mtx’s 6x9s sound like their subs: big, loud, and typically American. 
in this case it’s not a bad thing as 6x9s are quite often meant 
to sit on the back shelf and pump out tunes as hard as they can. 
Mtx’s 6903 do sound decent with massive bass and good mid range 
and treble. At $239 they are good value for a good looking and 
sounding speaker. their design is a little different with the small 
mid and tweeter mounted centrally and on an angle to direct their 
sound into the car’s cabin.

mtx thunder 6903

sCoRE
pRICe: $259	VALUe: 72%	
sQ: 61%	 LooKs: 82%

oVERALL:

82%
For: good looking, play nice 
and loud with little power.
Against: bass and mid was 
a little soft.

Another good-looking four-way, pioneer’s 6x9s had a quality look 
and feel to them. grilles were attractive and the bright blue cone 
looked the part. sound-wise there were ok, not offensive in any 
way. they lacked a little bass compared to some of the others and 
the mid range was also a little weak, but overall the sound was 
quite balanced. they also played quite loud thanks to their high 
sensitivity rating.

pioneer ts-a69815
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sCoRE
pRICe: $239	VALUe: 74%	
sQ: 64.8%	 LooKs: 75%

oVERALL:

82%
For: balanced sound, clean 
and simple appearance. 
Against: power handling 
lower than most.

JlAudio make some of the world’s best subs and their w7 range 
has been raved about since its release, so we were expecting good 
performance from the 6x9s. in testing they performed well, with 
a nice balanced sound not overly strong in any one area, but not 
poor in any area either. they look like an average speaker with 
little flash and bling, but perform better than the average. A nice 
safe sound that will be good with all types of music, the Jls are 
good buying.

Jlaudio tr690-txi

sCoRE
pRICe: $299	VALUe: 78%	
sQ: 67.5%	 LooKs: 86%

oVERALL:

83%
For: strong, detailed treble 
very good looking.
Against: bass was weak, 
top of the price range, 

Alpine have one of the best names in car audio. they have a huge 
legion of fans, and some of the best gear you can buy. their 
speakers in the past have been a little hot and cold, some great 
products and some average ones. their new type r 6x9s are 
definitely in the hot category. they have an amazingly detailed top 
end from their coax tweeter. the bass is a little mild compared 
to some models, but good enough for most. A very good looking 
speaker, the Alpine scores highly in the appearance stakes. 

alpine spr-69lp

sCoRE
pRICe: $239	VALUe: 83%	
sQ: 72.1%	 LooKs: 85%

oVERALL:

83%
For: Modern design, great 
overall sound, 
Against: A few cheaper 
speakers scored higher.

Japanese audio company clarion have recently stepped up their 
range of speakers. they have some great products in their folio 
and their new pro-Audio 6x9s are amongst them. the appealing 
design suits modern interiors with lots of silver and chrome. the 
sound was impressive across the frequency spectrum with terrific 
mid range and very good treble. well priced, good looking and a good 
performer, the clarions are deserving of their top ten finish. 

Clarion srr6985

sCoRE
pRICe: $179	 VALUe: 89%	
sQ: 67.2%	 LooKs: 81%

oVERALL:

83%
For: great value, cheapest 
us brand, awesome bass.
Against: Mid and treble a 
little laid back.

one of the world’s biggest and best-known speaker companies, Jbl, 
rarely make a bad product. their latest gto range of speakers 
perform quite well and are very good value compared to the rest 
of the American brands. their 6x9s are a good looking speaker, 
though the mid/tweeter assembly looks a little cheap with its matte 
silver finish - but the rest of the speaker is very attractive. they 
had a good sound to them, a little more laid back than the other us 
speakers, but with nearly the best bass out of all models tested.

JBl Gto936e

sCoRE
pRICe: $289	VALUe: 78%	
sQ: 71.7%	 LooKs: 88%

oVERALL:

84%
For: best looking in test, 
great forward sound.
Against: Mid range not as 
smooth as others.

rockford’s 6x9’s win the prize for the most attractive speaker. 
blingy, yet classy, they scream quality from every angle. the grilles 
are also a very nice design and will look great installed in any car. 
the sound from the rockford’s was very decent, they scored very 
highly in treble and bass and did well in the midrange too. A very 
forward and bright sound which never seemed to get tiring which 
is a good thing. second best behind the soundstream from the us 
brands, the rfs are a very good speaker.

roCkFord FosGate p1692C

sCoRE
pRICe: $169	 VALUe: 88%	
sQ: 66%	 LooKs: 82%

oVERALL:

83%
For: neat looking, dual 
connectors.
Against: smooth treble is a 
little weak.

blaupunkt’s Velocity 6x9s are a nice speaker. they come with some 
thick wiring, which comprised the external crossover. well priced, 
well built and good-looking, the blaupunkts are safe buying. their 
sound is typical blaupunkt (a little laid back with the treble not as 
pronounced as many others), and though it’s not overbearing, it is 
smooth while remaining detailed. this may suit you and your system 
perfectly, especially if you have any other blaupunkt speakers in 
your car as the speakers will sound uniform.

Blaupunkt VeloCity VxC690
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sCoRE
pRICe: $249	VALUe: 86%	
sQ: 74.4%	 LooKs: 83%

oVERALL:

85%
For: good looking, great 
sound and well priced.
Against: treble not silky 
smooth, but still very good.

A very good-looking speaker; JVc’s kevlar hybrid carbon cone is 
visually appealing. the titanium central dome tweeter is protected 
by a crossover, which is built into the wiring and features 
connectors for both drivers. the simple grilles complete a neat 
and clean package suitable for most car interiors. the sound from 
the JVcs was of a high standard; very good treble, if a little bright, 
but not objectionable. bass was also very good; it remained tight 
through the entire range, easily matching most other speakers.

JVC Cs-Fx6902

sCoRE
pRICe: $159	 VALUe: 90%	
sQ: 76%	 LooKs: 82%

oVERALL:

88%
For: excellent value for 
money and great sound, 
Against: green colours may 
not suit everyone.

the fusion offering is excellent value for money. they come in 
a nice box with their trademark green and black coloured wires 
(and a sticker), and are a two-way design with a movable central 
tweeter. the green monsters from nZ are very nice sounding units 
and they had our review panel tapping their feet to the sweet 
musical sounds they were producing. with nice balanced sound, 
even and detailed treble, great bass and good volume, the fusions 
did very little wrong.

Fusion Fes-692

sCoRE
pRICe: $299	VALUe: 82%	
sQ: 77.2%	 LooKs: 78%

oVERALL:

88%
For: best mid range on test, 
excellent overall sound.
Against: treble was a little 
recessed

well known (in the sQ ranks) swedish speaker brand dls have a 
few models of 6x9s, right up to a $499 two-way. we tested their 
$299 three-way 960. they look very business like but have all the 
right design features; a silk dome mid range, clear tweeter, foam 
seal and a 12db/octave crossover. the sound from the dls would 
please many a listener. they have an amazingly smooth-yet-detailed 
mid-range and very good bass performance. their treble was 
accurate, but a little recessed compared to some other models. 

dls 960 

sCoRE
pRICe: $139	 VALUe: 92%	
sQ: 77%	 LooKs: 73%

oVERALL:

89%
For: power handling and 
amazing sQ for the money.
Against: look a little cheap, 
but purposeful.

the biggest surprise of the test came from little known company 
Megavox. reading the box; power handling 350w rMs. that is about 
four times the average of the other speakers in the shootout. 
listening showed they had a very good sound indeed. the bass was 
definitely a highlight; tight, detailed, and loud. feeding each speaker 
260 watts, we were just amazed. they remained clean and clear 
all the way to 10. they just cranked with no strain. unbeatable at 
the price, the Megavox’s are the best bang for buck.

meGaVox mGx-990 turBo 

sCoRE
pRICe: $299	VALUe: 86%	
sQ: 83.5%	 LooKs: 85%

oVERALL:

90%
For: Amazing sound, better 
than the rest.
Against: grilles are a little 
offensive,

soundstream’s speakers amazed us from the first note they played. 
in terms of raw sound quality they were head and shoulders above 
anything else. silky smooth treble, detailed and even mid range, 
accurate, tight, deep and loud bass, they did everything right when 
it came to pumping out tunes. the gloss black cone and swivel 
tweeter looks simple and classy, while their grilles are definitely 
noticeable - if you don’t mind spiders. when it comes to playing 
music, the sst6.9’s were unbeatable in this test.

soundstream sst6.9

‘‘	thE	soundstREAm’s	did	
EVERything	Right	whEn	it	
CAmE	to	pumping	out	tunEs.
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AssEssmEnt
what surprised us most about this mega test, was how good 
some of these speakers actually performed. All of them were 
significantly better than the oeM pair found in the Accord, so it 
is definitely worthwhile dropping the odd $200 on your favourite 
brand as an upgrade. 

listening to them all in the closed testing room, using quality 
audio components, highlighted the fact that speaker technology is 
progressing. some of these speakers, mounted in a good solid box, 
would rival similarly priced home hi-fi speakers. 

the next biggest surprise, was that their price wasn’t the biggest 
single determining factor on how well they performed. some mid 
range and low priced speakers, did sound better to our ears, in 
our environment, than some of the highest priced models. 

Also interesting was that most of the top ten, but not all, were 
simple, two way designs. while 3 and 4 way designs look more 
appealing to some, and their power handling is generally higher 
than most 2 ways, a 3 or 4 way 6x9 speakers audio performance 
is generally worse than a 2 way.

of course there are always exceptions to the rules, as the dls 
and Megavox (both 3 way designs) show. but what was clear, is 
that none of the 4 way designs, finished higher than 11th. 

it’s also worth noting that each brand sent just one model. 
they may have other versions or different designs still within 
our set budget, that perform better than the model they sent us 
for testing. And this test is in no way a reflection of any other 
equipment in their range.

the soundstreams really did have the best sound - they were just 
a sweet speaker that sounded heavenly playing anything at all. 
two other brands really stood out; the fusions, with their well 
priced and neat looking speakers, sounded very musical and had 
the listening panel taping their feet, not worrying about how they 
looked or measured, just that the sound was good; and finally, the 
Megavox’s. it was a shock to see an affordable, average looking 
speaker, crank out such clean sound at the highest levels in the 
test, with so much poise and clarity. if it wasn’t for the amazing 
soundstream’s they would have finished first in this test.

spECifiCAtions
Rank Brand Model  price  RMs power peak power sensitivity Freq Distributor
1 soundstream sst6.9  $299.00  150 w nA 90db 45hz-22khz soundstream
2 Megavox Mgx-990 turbo   $139.00  350 w 700 w 93db 45hz-23khz Audio extra
3 dls 960  $299.00  80 w 120 w 93db 50hz-20khz cartoys
4 fusion fes-692  $159.00  nA 260 w 94db 55hz-22khz fusion
5 JVc cs-fx6902  $249.00  nA 300 w nA nA JVc Australia
6 blaupunkt Vxc690  $169.00  80 w 240 w 92db 35hz-22khz bosch
6 rockford p1692c  $289.00  100 w 200 w 90db 50hz-22khz A-Z trading
8 Jbl gto936e  $179.00  100 w 300 w 91db 50hz-21khz convoy
8 clarion srr6985  $239.00  60 w 280 w nA nA clarion Australia
8 Alpine spr-69lp  $299.00  55 w 275 w 89db 30hz-30khz Alpine
11 JlAudio tr690-txi  $239.00  60 w nA 90.5db 53hz-22khz custom car sound
11 pioneer ts-A69815  $259.00  80 w 420 w 93db 25hz-33khz pioneer Australia
11 Mtx thunder 6903  $239.00  100 w 200 w 92db 42hz-20khz custom car sound
13 crossfire sx69M  $199.00  nA 150 w nA 55hz-22khz Audio extra
13 lightning s2.69.2  $249.00  75 w 225 w nA nA A-Z trading
16 kenwood kfc-M6940ie  $199.00  80 w 400w 93db 25hz-30khz kenwood Australia
17 Jaycar response cs-2328  $139.95  80 w nA 93.5db nA Jaycar
17 eclipse se8495  $199.00  75w 220 w 93db 50hz-40khz eclipse
19 cadence Zx691  $225.00  75 w 150 w 95db 35hz-22khz Zylyx
20 earthquake Vtek693  $299.00  nA 700 w nA 50hz-22khz AMg Audio
21 kicker ks 693  $259.00  90 w 180 w 92db 30hz-21khz custom car sound
22 sony xs-gt6947x  $299.00  100 w 400 w 93db 25hz-32khz sony Australia
23 Axis cx-694  $119.00  nA 200 w nA 40hz-22khz Audio extra

‘‘	pRiCE	wAs	not	thE	
biggEst	dEtERmining	
fACtoR	on	how	wELL	
thEy	pERfoRmEd.	
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